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Senator Bill Morrow 

On “The State of the State”: 
 

This past Tuesday, January 8th, Gov. Gray Davis used his annual State of the State 
speech to preview where his re-election campaign strategy probably is headed -- but he 
failed to provide the vision, leadership, and specifics on how to solve the $12 billion 
budget shortfall that has exploded under his governorship. 
 
It’s hard for me to embrace any plan by a governor who, during these last three years as 
our state population increased by just 5 percent, has increased state spending by 37 
percent. 
 

“Not only is Governor Davis spending way too much -- as he has in the past -- he has a 
further problem in how he spends your tax dollars. For example, the rate of increase in 
his education spending is lower than the rate the final three years of former Republican 
governor Pete Wilson’s tenure. As a result our students have suffered -- and placed 48th 
nationwide in the sciences.  If history is any indication, Governor Davis will give us 
another tax-and-spend budget as one more tombstone memorial over the dead body of 
the California Taxpayer.” 
 

For additional remarks by Senator Morrow in response to the Governor's 
State of State Address see: http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/38/multi.asp 
 
On Thursday, January 10th the Governor submitted his proposed budget for 2003. And it 
looks like that we are headed for another financial roller coaster ride. 
  

Points to Ponder about Proposed Davis Budget 2003: 
 

• Despite the fact that the state faces a $12.4 billion budget deficit, Governor Davis’ 
budget is actually proposing to spend more money next year than this year. 

 

• The Governor wants to borrow hundreds of millions from the state’s retirement funds 
over 30 years, and he wants to borrow billions from the state’s tobacco tax 
settlement funds over 22 years.  

 

• Think of  it this way:  when a child born today in California reaches working age, he 
or she will still be stuck with paying off the debt that Governor Davis wants in this 
budget. 

http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/38/multi.asp


 
• Another way to look at it:  The Davis 

Deficit of $12.4 billion -- the amount of 
the deficit -- is one and a half times the 
entire amount of money that Governor 
Ronald Reagan needed to run the state 
in his last year as governor. 

 
• The Davis Budget mortgages the future 

to pay for the sins of his big-spending 
past. 

 
• The Governor didn’t listen.  The 

economy went into recession.  
Revenues declined as we had feared.  
And today, we’re forced to pay the 
price for his failure to manage the 
state’s finances responsibly. 

 
• The sad thing is that this is a man-made 

problem.  After inheriting a state budget 
with a billion-dollar surplus, it’s 
astonishing that the state deficit has 
gotten so deep in so short a period of 
time on the Governor’s watch. 

 
• This is the price of the failure of 

leadership.  Under this Davis budget, 
Californians will have to pay this price 
for decades. 

 
 

Next week: 
SB 569 
I will present my SB 569 on Monday, 
January 14th, in the Senate Committee on 
Public Employment and Retirement.  This 
bill would amend the Government Code to 
provide paid military leave for inactive duty 
training to state civil servants. 
 
SB 569 would allow state civil servants that 
are reservists and guardsmen to apply their 
annually allotted 30 days of paid military 
leave for active duty to their inactive duty 
training.   
 
This bill would help those state employees 
that currently have to take vacation time or 
non-paid leave to accommodate their 
inactive duty training. 
 
The State National Guard and reserve 
military forces are shouldering increasing 
responsibilities due to the downsizing of the 
active military forces.  This fact came to the 
forefront in the wake of September 11th.  
SB 569 will protect the incomes and 
vacations of military reservists as demand 
for military reserves increases and help 
strengthen the nation’s military readiness 
and overall national security. 
 

Recommended Resources 
 

Meeting the terrorist threats: 
http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/38/terrorism.asp 
 
Summary of 2001 Legislation of Interest to older Californians: 
http://www.sen.ca.gov/aging/2001LEG.HTM 
 
New state auditor report on California energy markets: 
http://www.bsa.ca.gov/bsa/summaries/2001009.html 
 

Subscription Information 
 

To subscribe to receive e-mail notification of new Capitol Updates and other Morrow publications, 
please visit http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/38/pubs.asp?sub=1 
 
To learn more about Senator Morrow or your state government, visit Senator Morrow’s website at 
http://www.sen.ca.gov/morrow 
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